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Detachment Webpage 

http://pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 
Mail 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment 
Marine Corps League 
P.O. Box #1 
Ballwin, MO 63022 
 

 
Meetings 

3rd Tuesday of Every 
Month 

1930 – 7:30 PM 

 

Anyone wishing to provide material for the August issue should have it to the 
editor no later than 31 July 2008. If sent via email, please note that it is a 
Newsletter submission in the subject. 

 
 
 

Next Meeting 15 July 2008 – 1930 
 

 

 

Following the July meeting there will be an Auction 
Bring your items and your checkbook or cash
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Commandant’s Message:  
  

My Brother & Sister Marines: 
As many of you know, recently I 
was “weed-whacking” in my back 
yard when a wood chip flew up 
and hit me in the right eye. Yes, I 
was not wearing safety glasses. The wood chip 
severely cut the center of my cornea and then flew 
across the eye scraping the right half of the cornea 
as well. 
 

My wife works in the operating room on the eye 
team at St. Luke’s Hospital and was able to get me 
into an eye specialist’s office who saw me that day 
and scheduled another appointment with a second 
eye doctor the following day. In fact, I went for a 
third visit with the first eye specialist on day four 
after the accident. 
 

I will not bore you with details about pain, or time 
spent sitting in a doctor’s office since he did me, 
actually my wife, a favor by squeezing me in, or the 
financial cost associated with the accident. 
However, although both doctors believe my eye will 
eventually heal, assuming I take my meds and 
nothing unexpected happens; I’m told my right eye 
will never come back to what it once was. In short, 
I under the best circumstances will or already have 
lost some degree of sight. All of this is because I did 
not put on safety glasses. The sad fact is that I had 
safety glasses in my garage but I had weed-
whacked my yard many times and I would have 
had to spend three minutes to walk from the back 
yard to get them. Well, you know how that story 
goes. 
 

So allow me to say this, as summer is here and we 
do those extra jobs whether they be in the yard, the 
garage or even the attic please take appropriate 
safety measures. If that means walking from back 
yard to the front yard or from the basement to the 
second floor, please do so. You only have two eyes 
and one life, take care of them. 
 

Remember, it doesn’t always happen to the other 
guy. 
 

Semper Fi, 
  

Mike Gollon 
 

Junior Vice-Commandant: 
 

In an effort to facilitate the flow of 
traffic into our meetings the 
following will be initiated.  On the 
tables to the right as you enter our 
meeting room will be a roster, 
initial for attendance and check 
for accuracy.  The inventory items 
(medal, shirts etc.) will also be in that area along 
with the 50/50.   
  

In an effort to bolster membership we have 
printed a glossy application form which is quite 
impressive, they will also be available in the area 
to the right.  You will note in the center of the 
folder that "Associate Membership" is open to all 
who support the ideals of the MCL.   Service in 
the military is not a prerequisite.  So if you have a 
son, friend, relative that espouses our ideals he is 
eligible and more than welcome.  This member 
can wear the same attire as a regular member.  
Associates can not vote or head a committee.  
These members are counted in our membership 
strength, which has been set at 150 by year end.  
A bit ambitious, our current strength at this 
writing is about 117. So always have a few of our 
new Apps. at the ready.  Once again this gives us 
recognition at state and national levels, so we 
need your help. 
  

At our board meetings we are constantly looking 
for ways to bring in more money.  I like most of 
you forget about the SCHNUCKS SCRPTS, this 
is found money, and can be substantial, sofar it is 
peanuts.  I have the script on my key chain and 
still forget.  Let's make a concerted to use these, 
remind you wife, kids, friends, and yourself.  We 
get quarterly reports which will be presented 
when received so we can all track the $$$$ and 
our progress. 
  

Our next meeting is 7/15/08; remember to wear 
your red shirt and "P Cutter" weather 
permitting we would like to take a group picture 
of the detachment, probably at the howitzer for 
our archives and the beginning of our 3rd year.  
If you do not normally attend, try to make it. It i s 
your chance to make history and make the unit 
look more impressive.  Your help is solicited and 
appreciated.     
 

Semper Fidelis,  
 

Gene Tichacek 
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  Bingo Every Thursday Evening   
Post #208 1845 

Detachment Calendar 
 

July 2008 
08 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
12 – Pvt George Phillips Birthday Celebration - 

1100 
14 – Pvt. George Phillips Birthday 
15 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

August 2008 
05 – Missouri Primary Elections 
10 – 16 – National Convention – Orlando, FL 
12 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
19 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

September 2008 
01 – Labor Day 
09 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
13 – Kirkwood Green Tree Festival Parade 
13 – Family Days for 3/24  
16 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
27 – Detachment Picnic – Love Park - 1100 
 

October 2008 
14 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
21 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
24, 25 & 
26 – Midwest Div. Fall Conference – Jefferson City 

Truman Hotel 
 

November 2008 
04 – Election Day 
07 & 08 – Veterans Day – Collection  
10 – Marine Corps Birthday 
11 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
11 – Veteran’s Day  
18 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

December 2008 
09 – Staff Meeting – 1900 – Post #208 
16 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 

 
QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

 

You cannot exaggerate about the Marines. They are 
convinced to the point of arrogance, that they are the 
most ferocious fighters on earth- and the amusing 
thing about it is that they are.  
 
Father Kevin Keaney 
1st Marine Division Chaplain 
Korean War 
 

 News from the Auxiliary: 
  

The meeting was held on Tuesday, June 17th 
with 12 members present.   Our service 
committee chairman, Stacey Wilder (daughter of 
John Grgurich) had researched several service 
ideas and presented them to the ladies.  A vote 
was taken and our first official donation was 
made.  We chose to send $100 to the Fisher 
House. 
 

The role of Fisher House is to assist family 
members who want to stay with their loved ones 
during medical treatment, but few can afford 
extended stays in commercial lodgings.  It 
provides warm, caring, comfortable, and 
convenient lodging for family members at no 
charge. 
 

The July meeting will be held at 7:30 on the 15th.  
We hope to see more Marine wives, mothers, etc.  
Call me at 636-519-4014 for information. 
 

Jamie Brooks 
Unit President 
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SILENT AUCTION  
TUESDAY, JULY 15th 
 

Every Marine possibly has duplicate Marine 
related items that he can donate one of for the 
auction. It could be a clothing item or an M-14. 
The item will have a minimum bid price agreed 
upon, and placed on the auction table for all to 
view prior to and following the general meeting 
on 7/15/08. All proceeds will go to the 
detachments general fund to help keep the 
Detachment solvent.  
 

If you have an item to donate, please call 
GENE RICHTER at 636-458-4168 with a 
description and suggested cost. Non-Marine 
items are also accepted. So, if you have an old 
Edsel car in your garage you don't know what 
to do with and the wife is bugging you to "Get 
rid of that old thing” – call Gene.  
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WELCOME ABOARD 

 
 

Jason Gollon – James Naumann 
Dan Schwartz – Steve Tichacek 

 

 

 
Share Your Ideas 

 
The Executive Board requests that if you have an 
idea for something the Detachment should 
consider, please contact the appropriate committee 
chair for consideration. If you are not sure which 
committee is the appropriate one, contact any 
Officer who will assist you with getting it reviewed 
by the proper forum. 
 

The following is a list of current Committee Chairs: 
 

Awards: Chuck Little 
Benevolence:  Jack Bickerton 
Color Guard/Honor Guard: Chuck Little 
Eagle Scout: Jim Brooks Marine 
Corps Birthday: Dennis Simpson 
Ways & Means:  Larry Schwartz 
Toys for Tots: Frank Kekeisen 
VAVS: Gene Richter 
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George Casey – Ed Embly 
Bob Embly – Harry Hope 

Jim Jacobs – John Kellerman 
Chuck Little – George Pappas 
Charlie Penn – Steve Tackett 
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Judge Advocate: 
 

This month is special to both all 
Americans and to the members of the 
Pvt. George Phillips Detachment.  
 

On 4 July 1776 the founders of our nation 
declared our independence from the British 
monarchy, setting the stage for our eventual form 
of government. George Phillips was born on 14 
July 1926 a mere 150 years and 10 days later. 
 

We celebrate these days as birthdays, one of a 
nation and the other of an individual. Both these 
events culminated in war. Wars to establish and 
protect the rights of the citizens of our country. 
 

Perhaps the most important of those rights the 
founders and Pvt. Phillips fought for is the right 
to vote. It is the means where we, as citizens, 
express ourselves as to how we want to be 
governed. To be effective, it requires 
participation in the process. 
 

In August and again in November, many of you 
will have the opportunity to participate by 
casting your ballot. Missouri State Primary 
elections are coming in August and National, 
State and Local elections are going to be held in 

November. I encourage everyone to get 
registered and vote. 
 

There is another way to participate, by working 
at the polls as an election judge, assistant 
supervisor or supervisor. In St. Louis County, 
and I suspect most other election entities, there is 
a serious need for people to work the polls. These 
are considered voluntary jobs but with pay. Sort 
of like the Marine Corps. 
 

Today, our Marines and their brothers and 
sisters from the other branches are serving 
across the world to help others obtain the rights 
won by the founders of our nation and protected 
by Pvt. Phillips and others like him. They work 
long hours every day in their mission. Some 
making the the supreme sacrifice. 
 

As your JA and an election judge supervisor, I 
encourage all who can to answer the call. Yes, it 
is a long day. But it is only one day every 3 to 6 
months.  
 

Get registered, cast your vote and volunteer! 
 

Semper Fidelis! 
 

Jim Brooks  
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Color Guard/Honor Guard 

 

Anyone interested in joining the Color 
Guard/Honor Guard should contact 

Chuck Little at 314-821-0568.  

 

 
 

Pvt. George Phillips Detachment Challenge Coins 
 
The Executive Board has authorized the purchase of Detachment challenge coins. The coins will be antique 
brass in color with the Marine Corps League logo on the front and a picture of Pvt Phillips on the back. Both 
the Logo and the picture will be in color. Surrounding the picture will be Pvt George Phillips arched across 
the top and Detachment 1214 arched across the bottom. Both sides will be framed with a rope edge. 
 

Each coin will cost $10. A deposit of at least $5 per coin is required. 
 

To order yours today please provide the following information along with a check. 
 

Name:     ________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________ 
City:       _______________________________, State _____ ZIP ___________ 
 
Number of Coins: _______ X _$10.00 = $_______ Less Deposit of $_________ = Balance Due $_________ 
 

Bring this to the meeting and give to the Quartermaster or send your request to: 
 

Pvt. George Phillips Detachment 
Marine Corps League 
Attn: Coins 
P.O. Box #1 
Ballwin, MO 63022 
 

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.  
You will be able to pick up your coin(s) at a regular scheduled meeting. 
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Chaplain's Corner:
 

We were saddened to learn of the death 
of the Mother of our Judge Advocate 
(Jim Brooks). As a detachment we 
extend our deepest sympathy to the 
family. Reflection of our spirit of sadness was sent 
by card to James family from our detachment 
 

The Honor Flight will not be flying in the months of 
July and August due to the heat during this period. 
Flights will again start in September with a charter 
flight. I think that Al Statler is the only Marine from 
our detachment that signed up but has not gone on 
the honor Flight. I believe Al will be on the 
September flight. 
 

I would like to thank Jim Brooks who filled in for 
me and all who volunteered during my absence in 
June. 
 

Please keep in your prayers the men and women of 
our Marine Corp and the other men and women of 
all US Forces in Harm’s Way. 
 

Pray that our elected officials will see that the right 
thing will be done for those wounded worriers by 
our government. These men and women deserve the 
utmost in dignity for their return and medical care. 
In closing, may God bless us one and all. 
 

David Anderson 
Chaplin 
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PVT. GEORGE PHILLIPS DETACHMENT 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

P.O. BOX 1 
BALLWIN, MO 63022 

 
FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

 

  FIRST CLASS 
MAIL 

   
  
  
  
 

TO:  

 
 
 

ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE 

 
 

Several Members have received dues renewals with no 
amount listed due to an error apparently at National 
HQ. Our dues are $36.00/ Year. Please send this amount 
with your renewal form to the Detachment Paymaster. 

 
If you have received a renewal notice and have not sent 
it in, please due so. We need your dues and form to keep 
our records up to date.  

  
 

This newsletter and previous issues can be obtained from the Detachment Website. 
Please contact the Editor to receive future issues electronically. 


