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Commandant:  
Mike Gollon 
636-394-3222 
 

Sgt At Arms: 
Hugh McBain 
314-964-1024 
 

Sr. Vice-Commandant: 
Jack Heitzler 
636-458-3767 
 

Chaplain: 
Dave Anderson 
 636-239-7013 
 

Jr. Vice-Commandant : 
Gene Tichacek 
314-432-7758 

Jr. Past Commandant: 
Gene Richter 
636-458-4168 

Paymaster : 
Larry Schwartz 
636-227-3995 

Quartermaster: 
Bernie Widdis Sr. 
636-527-9684 
 

Adjutant : 
Jack Bickerton 
636-256-6754 
 

 

Judge Advocate : 
Jim Brooks 
636-519-4014-3222 

Editor:  
Jim Brooks 
636-519-4014 

  
Meetings 

3rd Tuesday of Every 
Month 

1930 – 7:30 PM 

May 2008 
Volume IV – Issue 5 

 
Email 

news@pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 
Detachment Webpage 

http://pvt-george-phillips-mcl.org 
Mail 

Pvt George Phillips Detachment 
Marine Corps League 
P.O. Box #1 
Ballwin, MO 63022 
 

Curently Forming 
A Unit. 

Join Now And 
Become a Charter 

Member! 

Anyone wishing to provide material for the June issue should have it to the editor 
no later than 30 May 2008 

If sent via email, please note that it is a Newsletter submission in the subject. 
 
 

If you have not signed up to work the Memorial Day Collection, please contact 
one of the team captains, Al Statler, Larry Schwartz or Jim Brooks. 
 

It will only take a short amount of you time and is very important to 
the Detachment!
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Commandant’s Message: 
  

I would like to thank my predecessors, Commandants 
Al Statler and Gene Richter.  These two Marines 
helped form the Pvt. George Phillips Detachment, and 
through their leadership nurtured it to over one 
hundred members.  This was accomplished in less 
than three years. 
 

Congratulations gentlemen for a job well done. 
  

Where do we go from here?  We should continue to 
recruit members so we can become a greater force in 
the community and veteran affairs. 
  

What more can you do?  The answer is quite simple, 
become more active in "your" detachment: join or 
chair a committee, captain a project, bring another 
Marine to meetings and events. 
  

The detachment is only as good as it membership and 
its membership is the detachment. 
  

I look forward to laughing and working with you and 
I am proud to be your Commandant. 
  

Semper Fidelis, 
  

Mike Gollon 
 
 

 

Quote of the Month: 
 

“In an R & R area, well south of the action, there were two 
separate camps. The first was a well equipped US Army 
camp that served high quality hot food and had warm sleep 
areas. The other was a somewhat bedraggled collection of 
secondhand tents, with poor quality services available to 
the war-weary Marines. 
The army camp sported a large elaborate sign at their 
front gate which stated: ‘WITHIN THESE WALLS 
RESIDE SOLDIERS WHO ARE SECOND TO NONE’” 
“In front of the shabby Marine camp was hung a poorly 
hand painted sign, which simply read: "NONE." 
 

A war correspondent in Korea 

Detachment Calendar 
 

May 2008 
20 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
23 & 24 – Fund Raising Collection  
26 – Memorial Day – Labadie Service with AM 

Legion 
 

June 2008 
06, 07 & 
08 – Department of MO Convention Kansas City 
09 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
17 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
28 – Ballwin Days Parade 28 
 

July 2008 
07 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
14 – Pvt. George Phillips Birthday 
15 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

August 2008 
05 – Missouri Primary Elections 
10 – 16 – National Convention – Orlando, FL 
11 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
19 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

September 2008 
01 – Labor Day 
08 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
16 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

October 2008 
13 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
21 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

November 2008 
04 – Election Day 
10 – Staff Meeting – 1900 Post #208 
10 – Marine Corps Birthday 
11 – Veteran’s Day  
18 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 
 

December 2008 
08 – Staff Meeting – 1900 – Post #208 
16 – Membership Meeting – 1930 Post #208 

NOTICE 
Prior to the last meeting, John Allan informed 
the Executive Board that due to unforeseen 
demands on his time he would not be able to 
serve as Judge Advocate. Therefore nominations 
were taken prior to Installation of Officers and 
Jim Brooks was elected to that position. 
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The Senior Vice-Commandant: 
 

Nothing to Report 
 

Semper Fi 
 

Jack Heitzler. 
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Don Gutmann – Tom Heintz 
Stephen Loehr – Bob McHale 
Walter Miller – Mark Trout 
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Auxiliary News:  
 
May will be the month the Pvt. George 
Phillips Auxiliary becomes official.  All 
the paperwork has been sent and 
processed for our charter. We have been 
notified the charter will be presented 
and officers installed of at the May 20th meeting. 
 

Women who have volunteered to take offices are: 
 

President:   Jamie Brooks 
Senior Vice President:  Gail Bickerton 
Junior Vice President:  Marissa Grugurich 
Judge Advocate:  Candice McBain 
Secretary/Treasurer: Rita Martin 
Captain of the Guard: Coleen Sexton (Erxleben) 
Unit Chaplain: Jeanne Statler 

 

Thank you ladies for stepping-up – here’s hoping we 
get the Unit off to a grand beginning! 
 

Jamie Brooks 
Unit President

 
 

 
 
Junior Vice-Commandant:  
 

Nothing to report this month. 
 

Gene Tichacek  

������������������������������	� ��	���	���	�� ���

  Bingo Every Thursday Evening   Post #208 

WELCOME ABOARD 

 
 

Andrew Hendrix 
Roy Kaylor 

Charles Penn 
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By Andrew Tilghman - Staff writer [Marine 
Times” 
 

The Corps may reach its goal of expanding to 
202,000 active-duty Marines as much as two years 
early, officials said Friday. 

A Congressional mandate calls for the Corps to 
complete its expansion by the end of fiscal 2011, but 
officials say they could hit that mark by the end of 
fiscal 2009. 

“If the Marine Corps continues at the current rate 
of accessions (bringing folks in) and retention of 
those already in the Corps, we COULD be at 202K 
(plus or minus 500) by the end of FY 09, barring no 
major rise in attrition from recruit training, EAS,  
retirements, disciplinary infractions, etc,” Capt. 
Amy Malugani said in an e-mail. 

Formally, the annual targets remain the same: 
194,000 Marines by the end of fiscal 2009; 199,000 
by the end of fiscal 2010; and 202,000 by the end of 
fiscal 2011.��

Plans for new construction to house the larger force, 
with an emphasis on bachelor enlisted quarters, are 
on track for completion by 2014. 

The total expansion is a 13 percent increase from the 
previous end strength of 179,000 Marines. 

Reprinted from the 05 May online edition of “Marine 

Times” 
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Chaplain's Corner: 
  

As I write the article I must say a big 
thank you to James Hellmann, James 
Brooks, Tom Heintz, Carl Martin and 
Elliot Glassman for helping me on Sat. 
May 3rd, 2008 with Honor Flight. 
 

These Marines had to get up very early on that Sat. 
morning to be at Southwest Airlines helping to process 
those WWII Veterans making the 0700 Honor Flight 
journey to Washington, DC. to see the WWII 
Memorial. These are Veterans who would never be 
able to see or visit the WWII Memorial if not for the 
Honor Flight Program.  
 

Honor Flight is a non profit 501(c)3 and completely 
free to any WWII Veteran.  
 

Guardians are assigned to Veterans that need 
help from, wheel chairs and physical conditions, which 
would prevent them from making this trip. Some 
Veterans are healthy enough to be on their own, but 
the big thing about Honor Flight is that no matter 
what, a WWII veteran will not be turned down to see 
their Memorial due to a medical condition. Honor 
Flight makes provisions to meet every need to 
accommodate the Veteran. 
 

If any person can help with a portion of Honor 
Flight; be it Guardian, donations, or Airport 
Welcome/farewell committee your help is greatly 
appreciated.  
 

Again, please keep our Marines and other Armed 
Forces in harms way in your prayers. Pray for our 
leaders that they will do the right thing by them and 
our wounded. 
  

Having (thankfully) heard of no Member who is ill 
and or in need of our help, I close this with a grateful 
prayer for the good health of all.  
 

Sincerely  
 

 

Chaplin David Anderson 
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UTAPHAO ROYAL THAI AIRFIELD, Thailand —   
U.S. forces in Thailand shifted mission focus from 
Exercise Cobra Gold to Operation Caring Response 
May 12, sending the first of eight American 
humanitarian assistance flights to Burma, the nation 
devastated by a powerful storm May 2 that left 
thousands dead.  

The aid f lights were initiated in response to an official 
request from the country’s military government, which 
had, for more than a week, stalled efforts by the U.S. 
government and a myriad of relief organizations to 
provide assistance in the wake of devastation left by 
Cyclone Nargis – a tropical storm that caused a 
reported 32,000 deaths. 

A U.S. Air Force C-130 delivered the first six pallets of 
aid supplies May 12, including fresh drinking water, 
mosquito netting and blankets. 

Two KC-130J aircraft from the Okinawa-based 
Marine Aerial Refueler Squadron 152 followed up the 
first flight with two more deliveries May 13. 

Five more delivery flights were cleared May 14, and 
their deliveries brought the total amount of supplies 
delivered to 98 tons, according to U.S. of ficials in 
Thailand. 

During a press conference prior to the first mission, 
U.S. Ambassador to Thailand Eric G. John noted that 
Burma’s cooperation with foreign aid agencies – and 
those able to transport the supplies – is critical to 
curbing further unnecessary deaths. 

“It is important that we and the international 
community are allowed to help the victims of this 
unimaginable disaster,” John said. “The world has 
much to offer Burma in their greatest hour of need. 
We offer our hand in friendship. We offer our 
assistance without condition, and we offer food, 
clothing, shelter, medicine and expertise born of 
experience. 

“... More has to get into Burma. More has to get to 
the areas hardest hit by this cataclysm.” 

While the supplies were and are still needed in the 
cyclone-ravaged country, the flights were not just 
about sending relief, but the promise of more to 
come. 

“The mission is really twofold,” said Air Force Capt. 
Trevor N. Hall, a pilot with the 36th Airlift 
Squadron, 374th Airlift Wing, 5th Air Force, as well 
as the mission’s aircraft commander. “The first part 
of the mission is obviously to take some humanitarian 
assistance to the people in Burma to help them out 
with the situation they’re in, but the second and 
maybe more important part of this mission is for the 
United States to extend a hand out to the government 
there and let them know we’re willing to help – to try 
and establish a relationship with them and make sure 
that we can continue to give them this kind of aid.” 
 
(Reprinted from the 14 May 2008 Online Edition of 
“Marine News”)�
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S.O.S. 
 

The morning sunshine to every marine 
 

It's said that an Army fights well on a full stomach and 
the Marine Corps is no exception. Always and 
foremost, in training or in combat, the breakfast meal 
is number one. For every "grunt", "airedale" and/or  
"pinky" at the start of the workday,  
 

Breakfast is the link to "making it" that day, and "a 
breakfast without SOS is like a day without sunshine." 
 

We can only imagine or guess at what the meals and 
types of food were being served at Tunn's, or with 
O'Bannon in Tripoli, but I'll bet you, they had some 
sort of S.O.S. 
 

The original creamed ground beef now served at every 
Marine breakfast had many stories of origin, the story 
that I was told was, that it was first served during 
World War I in France. 
 

The Marine forces on the line were served meals that 
were prepared by the Army, from field kitchens in the 
rear. On this one occasion during a battle, the Marines 
moved so fast forward that the Army Mess Company 
couldn't keep up with the advancement. On that 
particular evening the cooks had prepared a meal 
which was roasted beef with a cream gravy (Boeuf le 
Creme de Argonne) and sent it up to the front lines. 
 

It took the mess men all night to find the location of the 
fast moving Marine Brigade, and the meal was not 
delivered until the next morning. 
 

Not wanting to waste the food and not having the tools 
to serve it properly, the Marine First Sgt. ordered that 
the meat and gravy (sauce) be placed on the dry bread 
and handed to each man. The men being very hungry 
did not complain but instead requested that this meal 
be served again, but with the proper utensils. 
 

Over the following years the recipe changed depending 
on the availability of supplies and the mood of the 
cook. Do to the lack of funds given to the Marine Corps 
by the Navy, especially in hard times (like now), many 
of the cooks could not afford to purchase the beef 
roasts needed in the recipes for "Boeuf le Creme de 
Argonne" and other beef dishes. They therefore 
substituted, the less expensive, ground beef in place of 
the roasts. 
 

This was quite popular as an evening meal and was 
served a number of times a week. One big advantage 
that the cooks liked was that there was little or no 
waste, leftovers could be served the next morning. It 
grew in popularity more for breakfast than for the 

evening meal and today it's never served other than 
for breakfast. 
 

The other branches of service (Army, Navy, etc.) will 
also serve their version of SOS, but they haven't 
mastered the Marine's technique of preparing this 
marvelous breakfast presentation. 
 

The Army uses chipped and salted dried beef (yuk), 
and the Navy uses beans and tomatoes in their recipe 
(barf!), the Air Force gave up trying and our friends 
in the Coast Guard now eat breakfast in the nearest 
Marine mess hall. 
 

A number of years ago (back in the 70’s), San 
Francisco's own Marine Artillery General 
(Brigadier) Tiago, requested/ordered that a recipe 
for the Marine Corps famous S.O.S. (creamed beef 
on toast) be developed so that it could be serve to a 
small group of about eight (8) persons, this way the 
general could have his wife make it at home. The 
official recipe for the mess halls is for serving 300 or 
more. This challenge was taken up by his chief field 
artillery cook, M/Sgt Bernie Parker. After many tri es 
and a few mistakes "Top" Parker came up with the 
following, near perfect, recipe. 
 

Recipe for "Marine Breakfast" 
 

(Serves 8 or two hungry Marines) 
 

1/2 lb. Ground Beef (ground chuck for flavor)  
 

1 tbs. Bacon fat (lard/Crisco or butter) 
 

3 tbs. Flour 
 

2 cups Whole milk (add more milk if you want it 
thinner)  
 

1/8 tsp. Salt 
 

Pepper (to taste) 
 

8 slices of dry toast 
 

Using a large skillet (12”-14"), crumble and brown 
the ground beef with the fat and salt, remove the pan 
from the heat and let cool slightly. 
 

Mix in the flour until all of the meat is covered, using 
all of the flour. 
 

Replace the skillet on the heat and stir in the milk, 
keep stirring until the mixture comes to a boil and 
thickens (boil a minimum of 1 minute). 
 

Serve over the toast. Salt & pepper to taste. 
 

Contributed by Member Maj. Chuck Corpening 
(USMC Ret)  
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PRIVATE 
JOHN JOSEPH KELLY, 

USMC 
(DECEASED)  

World War I 1917-1918  
Medal of Honor Recipient   

John Joseph Kelly, born in Chicago, Illinois, on 24 
June 1898, enlisted as a private in the U.S. Marine 
Corps on 15 May 1917 in Port Royal, South Carolina. 
On 5 September 1917, he joined the 7th Company, 6th 
Regiment, at Quantico, Virginia, and on 12 September 
1917, he was transferred to the 78th Company. His 
regiment embarked, 19 January 1918, on the USS 
Henderson at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and arrived 
at St. Nazaire, France, on 5 February 1918 

Private Kelly participated in engagements at Chateau 
Thierry, St. Mihiel, Blanc Mont and the Meuse-
Argonne. In the desperate fighting at Blanc Mont 
Ridge he ran "100 yards in advance of the front line 
and attacked an enemy machine-gun nest," for which 
he was awarded two Medals of Honor (Army and 
Navy).  

He also participated in the march to the Rhine River 
and in the occupation of the Coblenz Bridgehead, from 
17 November to 12 December 1918. Pvt Kelly was 
honorably discharged, with character "Excellent" at 
the Marine Barracks, Quantico, Virginia, on 14 August 
1919.  

The circumstances of Pvt Kelly's Medal of Honor 
decoration were unique. It was pinned on his chest by 
General John J. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief, 
American Expeditionary Force, while Pvt Kelly was 
with the Army of Occupation. With him in line, 
waiting for other decorations were U.S. Army Major 
Generals Dickman, Muir, Haan and Hines. His foreign 
decorations include the French Croix de Guerre with 
Bronze Star; French Croix de Guerre with Palm; 
Montenegrin Silver Medal for bravery; the French 
Medaille Militaire; and the Italian Croce al Merito  di 
Guerra.  

At the time of his death, 20 November 1957, his 
address was listed as Chicago, Illinois. 

 
 

 
Third-generation Marine finds true  
brotherhood   
5/9/2008 By Pfc. Alicia Small, Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot San Diego  
 

MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT SAN 
DIEGO  
From as far back as he can remember he was 
always treated like a Marine by his family and 
relatives. 
 

Growing up, Recruit John Kidwell, Platoon 1063, 
was surrounded by family and friends who were 
Marines, so he was used to the military way of 
life, said his grandfather, Richard Kidwell, a 
retired sergeant major. He said he wasn’t 
surprised when his grandson chose the Marine 
Corps and that he was proud of his decision. 
 

His father said, he was also pleased with his son’s 
enlistment. “He chose to become a man and live 
life to the fullest,” said Edward Kidwell. 
 

“My father and grandfather provided me with a 
lot of wisdom and inspired me to do my best at 
everything,” said Kidwell. “I wanted to get my 
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life going on the right path and figured the Marine 
Corps was a perfect way to do that.” 
 

Discipline and hard work were values that were 
instilled in him at an early age, said Kidwell. He 
was taught these traits were attributes of true 
leaders. 
 

“They always treated me like a Marine and 
instructed me to always give 110 percent despite 
any difficulties that may arise,” said Kidwell. 
“That’s what leaders do, and a leader is what I was 
trained to be.” 
 

He was also taught that it is important to show 
respect to others if he wanted them to respect him. 
His grandfather said he taught Kidwell to do as he 
was told without question, no matter how he felt 
about his drill instructors at the time. 
 

“It shows respect and trust to the drill instructors 
when recruits listen and do what they are told,” 
said Richard Kidwell. “There is always a reason for 
the things they tell you to do. There is always a 
lesson they are trying to teach.” 
 

Kidwell soon adapted and found a family in his 
platoon members and drill instructors. He said 
unlike the sports teams he had been on throughout 

his school years, he felt the Marine Corps was a 
true brotherhood. 
 

“My senior drill instructor was like a father, 
while the other drill instructors were like close 
uncles,” said Kidwell. “They taught me how to be 
a part of something important and not take it for 
granted.” 

 

He said the other recruits were like brothers to 
him and he learned no matter how much he 
wanted to argue with them at times, it was 
important to work together. Without the 
teamwork and the feeling of the brotherhood, 
mission accomplishment is impossible. 
 

Just like his family at home, his platoon mates 
provided him with the motivation and inspiration 
to work through the hard times. They kept each 
others’ spirits up and helped each other whenever 
anyone needed it. 
 

Kidwell said his favorite part of training was the 
knowledge and discipline he was able to retain.  
 

Kidwell will continue his training during Marine 
Combat Training School of Infantry, Marine 
Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif. He wants to 
make a career of the Marine Corps and is even 
hoping to earn an officer’s commission and 
eventually become a pilot. In the meantime, he is 
taking one step at a time, living life day-by-day. 
 

“I feel this is exactly where I am destined to be for 
this part of my life,” said Kidwell. 
Reprinted from the May online edition of “Marine 

News” 

 

 

MISSOURI LICENCE PLATES:  
 

The State of Missouri had a law allowing military 
veterans who are rated 100% disabled to get or 
renew license plates at NO CHARGE. 
 

That law was amended on Oct 20, 2007 to a 
disability rating of 50 % or higher, verified by 
military certification or a doctor's letter.  The 
military certification becomes a permanent entry 
while a doctor's letter has to be renewed every 2 
years.
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 ON THE LIGHTER SIDE  
 

It was early morning at the Camp Lejeune, and the 
First Sergeant was calling out names for the daily 
work parties listed on a piece of paper:  
 

"Ames" "Here!" 
 

"Jenson" "Here!"  
 

"Jones" "Here!" 
 

"Magersky" "Here!"  
 

"Seeback"  
 

No answer.  
 

"Seeback!"  
 

No answer was heard again.  
 

"SEEBACK!!!"  
 

The troops remained totally silent.  
 

At that point, someone whispered into the First 
Sergeant's ear. He looked again at what the last 
name really said, quickly turned over the list and 
continued calling the names printed on the other 
side. 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
Color Guard/Honor Guard 

 

Anyone interested in joining the Color 
Guard/Honor Guard should contact Chuck 
Little at 314-821-0568. 



 

PVT. GEORGE PHILLIPS DETACHMENT 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

P.O. BOX 1 
BALLWIN, MO 63022 

 
FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

 

  FIRST CLASS 
MAIL 

   
  
  
  
 

TO:  

 
ONCE A MARINE ALWAYS A MARINE 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Next Meeting 20 May 2008 – 1930 

 
 

 

 
Department Convention – 06, 07 & 08 – Kansas City, MO 

Registration due by 25 May, 2008 
If you are going to attend contact Commandant Gollon about 

being a delegate. 
The Detachment is allowed 1 delegate for every 5 members. 

 
 


