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News and Reflections by and for Marines — and otlpatriotic Americans

MEETING NOTICE:

STAFF MEETING, MONDAY, AUGUST 20, 2007, 10:30
AT GENE TICHACEK’S HOUSE.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING TUESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2007 1930
(7:30 pm) AMERICAN LEGION POST #208, 225 OLD SULPHWR
SPRINGS RD. MANCHESTER, MO - ¥ BLOCK SOUTH OF
MANCHESTER, RD; 2 BLOCKS WEST OF HWY. 141

LARRY SCHWARTZ WILL MAKE A PRESENTATION ABOUT

DENNIS CONNOR A POW SURVIVOR OF WAKE ISLAND




Commandants Message: Detachment Calendar

We have many achievements to be proud of since

the formation of our Detachment two years ago. _ August 200_7
1. Almost 100 members in less than 2 years, 05-11 — MCL National Convention — Albuquerque,
2. Our new Color Guard unit, NM _ ,
3. Close to $20,000 collected for the Injured 20 — Staff Mtg. — Gene Tichacek’s house 10:30
Marine - Semper FiFund, 21— Membersh_lp Me_etlng - 19_:30 — Post #208
4. Our financial contributions to the Marine 26 — Semper Fil — Injured Marine Fund Golf
Corps Jr. R.O.T.C. unit at Pacific High Tournament — 1200 Forest Park Golf
School,
5. And Missouri Boy's State, September 2007
I'm extremely proud to be associated with you 08 — Department of MO Commandant's Meeting —
Marines who have accomplished these and more. Jefferson City
15 — Kirkwood Parade
Where do we go from here? We set our sights higher || 17 — Staff Mtg. — Loc. & Time to be announced
and continue to grow. There are stilMarines in our 18 — Membership Meeting — 19:30 — Post #208
community who do not know we exist. The West
County and Franklin County area is rich with October 2007
prospective members. I'll do my part by spreading 15 — Staff Mtg. — Loc. & Time to be announced
the word. However, | will need your help! Solet's 16 — Membership Meeting — 19:30 — Post #208
start by "Each One - Bring One" to our monthly 20 — Detachment Charter Picnic
meetings, and set our sights on achieving 150
members b_y the end of this year. Come on Marines, November 2007
we can do it!

9 & 10 — Injured Marine- Semper Fi Fund collection
10 — Marine Corps Birthday

19 — Staff Mtg. — Loc. & Time to be announced

20 — Membership Meeting — 19:30 — Post #20

SEMPER FIDELIS!

Gene Richter
December 2007

1 - Department of MO Commandant’s Meeting —
Jefferson City




Senior Vice-Commandant;

As we start 2 year of the Detachment, both the
Detachment and the Department of MO have
planned several things in which | hope you will
participate. Over the summer we have done both
some serious and fun things. In June 14 members
were from the Detachment were in the Ballwin
Days Parade. This was the first public event for au
Color Guard which did a fine job.

We still have some appointed positions to fill,
Historian, Veterans Service Officer and
Americanism/Education Officer. We also need
someone to lead the planning for the Marine Corps
Birthday Celebration in November. If you are
interested or would like additional information,
please contact me or one of the other officers.

| look forward to working with you as we
participate in the various functions.

Semper Fi!

Jack Heitzler

Junior Vice-Commandant:

| would like to “Welcome Aboard” our Members
who have recently joined the Detachment.

They are Hank Coleman, Manuel Coranado, Elmer
Dapron, Chester DephendahlGene Dixon,Buck
Freeman,Ken Hale, Jim Jacobs, George Klenk,
Anthony Morelli Gordon Murrell and Steven Tackett

Our membership contest is doing well. You still
have a bit of time to get those final recruits in ¥
September.

Like the Commandant said in his message, we have
made great strides in building up our membership

in these last two years. That said, we have many
opportunities in West St. Louis and Franklin
Counties to grow our membership. Thanks for all
the work you have done in the past and keep it up.

Semper Fi!

Gene Tichacek
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Member Spotlight

This is the first in a series about individuals wlaoe

members of the Private George Phillips Detachment

of the Marine Corps League.

The Unites States Marine Corps has a proud and
glorious history since its founding on 10 November
1775. We often remember that history by the
battles fought in far off places like Tripoli,
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Iwo Jima, Inchon and Khe
Sanh.

These battles deserve there place in our history.
However, those battles could not have been fought,
nor could the Marine Corps have survived the past
two hundred thirty-one plus years without the men
and women who earned the title MARINE.”

At almost every meeting since he joined the
Detachment last September, is a man that was at
lwo Jima with George Phillips. They both were in
the 28" Marines — Fifth Division. That Marine is
Ted Williams. Ted and George were in different
Battalions, I & 2" respectively.

Much is written about George Phillips, so let me
tell you the story of Ted Williams. Ted joined the
Marine Corps on 3 August 1942. He had turned 21
just two weeks prior to enlisting.

The question we all ask is “where did you go to
boot camp.” Ted went to MCRD San Diego.

After bootcamp and training as a machine gunner,
he joined the ' Parachute Regiment in New
Caledonia. This regiment was being formed by
combining 1% Parachute, 2° Parachute and &’
Parachute. They were Battalion size units that
fought along side the I Marine Division and 1%
and 2" Raiders in operations like Operation
Watchtower, the battle for the Solomon Islands.

When Ted traveled in the Pacific he was on board
ships. They were Parachute Marines but there were
no planes available. It was while on board ship tha
he met and became friends with Ira Hayes. Ira
Hayes is one of three Parachute Marines to raise
the US Flag on Iwo Jima in Joe Rosenthal’s famous
picture.

As a Parachute Marine, Ted was at Vella Lavella,
Bougainville, and then to Guadalcanal.

Ted returned to the States where he joined B Co —
18! BN - 28" Marines of the 8" Marine Division

after the 1% Parachutes were disbanded. While
there he also married his wife.

After a short time stateside, his unit went to Hawa
and prepared for the assault on Iwo Jima.

On February 19" 1945 Ted was in the first wave
attack on lwo Jima at Green Beach. While on lwo
Jima, he was wounded in the face. When | asked if
he received a Purple Heart, he told me “it was too
dangerous to try to report it.” He just bandaged it
up and went on with the mission.

Ted was awarded the Silver Star for his actions on
Iwo Jima.

Eventually Ted returned to the States and was
honorably discharged. He and his wife then began
the journey of a life together. Ted has beeBemper
Fidelis to the Marine Corps all his life.




This Month’s Birthdays

Kyle Cross Andrew Edwards
Frank Kekeisen Gene Richter




City mulls ways to honor

Pathenos
Memorial in park under consideration

By Mary Shapiro
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 5:30 PM CDT

Manchester Alderman John Diehl Sr. is
encouraging the city to create a memorial for U.S.
Marine Lance Cpl. Matthew Pathenos, a 2003
Parkway South High School graduate who was
killed in February in Iraq.

Pathenos, a Manchester resident, died while
conducting combat operations against anti-lraqi

forces in the Al-Anbar province of Iraq. He had bee  n
riding in a Humvee when it was struck by an

improvised explosive device.

Diehl brought the issue before the Board of

Aldermen during its July 2 meeting.

He said some suggestions are for a proclamation to
be read in Pathenos' memory at a future board
meeting, and officials also are considering other
possibilities for a memorial, such as a new tree
planted or park bench installed at the city's Paul A
Schroeder Park.

Diehl told the board the young man had, as a child,
spent a lot of time in that park, and such a memori  al

would be appropriate.

Mayor Asa Wilson said the city "wanted to do
something meaningful for the family and
recognize his service to the country."

He said the proclamation honoring Pathenos has
been drafted and reviewed by the family.
Tentatively, that proclamation is set to be read at
the board's Aug. 6 meeting.

"Our interest is in letting the family know how the
city appreciates and honors Matthew, his family
and his service to the country,” Wilson said.

Judy DeRose, director of parks and recreation,
said she could work with Pathenos' parents on
selecting a bench or other item for any memorial.

"We're focusing on creating a memorial in the
park to honor Matthew, based on consultation
with his family and within the city's resources,"
Wilson said. "It's important to meet the family's
needs and honor their son."

The city simultaneously is working on plans for an
overall war memorial in the city.

"A Boy Scout, Cole Aston, is working on a portion
of that plan as part of his Eagle project," Wilson
said.

You can contact Mary Shapiro at
mshapiro@yourjournal.com.




Pvt George Phillips Auxiliary

We are working on forming an
Auxiliary Unit for the Private George
Phillips Detachment. If your spouse,
other family member of friend is
interested in joining please contact one
of the following people:

Mary Bradford — 314-962-1149
Jamie Brooks — 636-519-4014
Jeannie Statler — 314-835-9277

Color Guard

Anyone interested in joining the Color
Guard Please contact Jim Brooks at
636-519-4014

American Legion Post 208

Post 208 has been very supportive of
our Detachment during the last year.
They can always use help at their
Bingo night and other events. Please
remember to show our appreciation
by helping out.



Chaplains Corner

The theme of the Ballwin Days parade wasl‘ocal
Heroes.” Our Detachment is named for one of those
local heroes, as are many Detachments in the
Marine Corps League.

Throughout the history of the Marine Corps there
have been many heroes, people who served in far
off places in-order that we can enjoy the freedoms
on which this country was founded.

Let us say a prayer for the men and women who
have answered the call in these times so we can
continue to be free. And let us pray for their
families who are enduring the burdens of
separation from their Marines.

May God Bless all their Gallant Souls.

Help make a difference in someone’s life! Serve on
the Benevolent Committee.

Dave Anderson



THE SILVER STAR

The Silver Star Medal is the United States' THIRD
HIGHEST award exclusively for combat valor, and
ranks fifth in the precedence of military awards béind
the Medal of Honor, the Crosses (DSC/NC/AFC), the
Defense Distinguished Service Medal (awarded by
DOD), and the Distinguished Service Medals of the
various branches of service. It is the highest awdrfor
combat valor that is NOT unique to any specific brach;
it has been bestowed by the Army, Navy, Marine Corg
Air Force, Coast Guard, and Merchant Marines. It may
be given by any one of the individual services tooh only
their own members, but to members of other branches
of service, foreign allies, and even to civilian®of
"gallantry in action" in support of combat missions of
the United States military.

Because the Silver Star is ONLY awarded for combat
valor, the only devices worn on it are:

Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters in lieu of additional
Army/AF awards

Silver Oak Leaf Clusters in lieu of a fifth
Army/AF award

Gold Star in lieu of additional Navy/USMC
awards

Silver Star in lieu of a fifth Navy/USMC award.

The Silver Star was established by President Woodvo
Wilson as a "Citation Star" during World War I, and
was solely a U.S. Army award, though it was presead
by the War Department (U.S. Army) to members of the
Navy and to U.S. Marines. (More on that can be fouh
in the introductory pages to WW!I awards.) Originally it
provided for a 3/16" silver star to be worn on theribbon
of the service medal for the campaign for serviceni
which the citations were given. Based loosely updhe
earlier Certificate of Merit, the Citation Star was
available retroactively to those who distinguished
themselves by gallantry as far back as the Spanish-
American War. (Subsequently it has been awarded for
gallantry to Civil War heroes who were similarly cited
for gallantry in action.) Prior to 1932 the General
Orders announcing awards of the "Citation Star"
typically began:

"By direction of the President, under the provisisrof the
act of Congress approved July 19, 1918 (Bul. No, 43
W.D., 1918), the following-named officers and ertég
men are cited for gallantry in action and a silvetar may

be placed upon the ribbon of the Victory Medals aded
to such officers and enlisted men(A narrative of the
act or acts followed for each man thus cited.)

On February 22, 1932, the date that would have been
George Washington's 200th birth day, Army Chief of
Staff General Douglas MacArthur revived General
Washington's "Badge for Military Merit (1782)" as t he
Purple Heart. That same year he also successfully
advocated for conversion of the "Citation Star". When
his recommendation was approved by the Secretary of
War, the 3/16' Silver Star was converted from a fibbon
device" to a full-fledged MEDAL.

The Silver Star Medal was designed by Rudolf Freund
of Bailey, Banks and Biddle, and consisted of a gl
bronze five-pointed (point-up in contrast to the pint-
down design of the Medal of Honor) star bearing a
laurel wreath at its center. The ribbon design
incorporated the colors of the flag, and closely
resembled the medals earliest predecessor, the
Certificate of Merit Medal. The reverse of the medais
blank, save for the raised textFor Gallantry in Action”,
beneath which is usually engraved the name of the
recipient.

The gold hue of the gilt-bronze star seems at oddsgth
the award's name,Silver Star.That title derives from
the medal's World War | lineage and the 3/6" Silver
Star, once displayed on a victory ribbon, and now
prominently displayed in the center of the medal.

The Silver Star Medal remained exclusively an Army
decoration until August 7, 1942, nearly a year afte
World War Il began. On that date the Silver Star Medal
was expanded by Act of Congress for award by the
Navy Department for actions on or after December 7,
1941, (Public Law 702, 77th Congress).

It is estimated that the number of Silver Stars aweded
World War | to present is somewhere between 100,000
and 150,000. While that number seems quite large,
when compared to the more than 30 million American
men and women who have served in uniform during
that time period, it is obvious that the Silver Stais a
rare award, bestowed on fewer than 1 in every 250
veterans of military service.






