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Don't forget the Detachment Picnic at Mike Erxlebers on 20 Oct. 2007 to
celebrate anniversary of our Charter. Look for directions inside & signup

at the meeting on 16 October. If you can’'t make th meeting and want to

participate, call Jack Heitzler @ 636-458-3767.

We have invited Taylor Heldt to speak at our next meting. Taylor is the
daughter of Lance Corporal Erik Heldt who was killed by an IED in June
2005 while serving in Irag. She will be providing mformation on the
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAR8)which she
participates.



Commandant’s Message:
COMPASION:

Who said, “Marines don’t have a compassionate
nature?”

| recently received a call from Major Payne, C.O. b

St. Louis Marine Recruiting. He told me about one of

his Marines whose 5 year old son needed an ear
operation. Uncle Sam would pay $10,000 of the
$15,000 needed for the operation.

The Major wanted to know, ‘Can the Marine Corps
League help out?”

A few calls to our members and we raised over $1000

for this worthy cause. The young boy has had his
operation. He is able to hear and go to school with
other children.

Marines take care of their own!

Thanks to everyone who participated in this worthy
endeavor.

Oohrah!!!

Gene Richter

Detachment Calendar

October 2007
05, 06 &
07 — Midwest Division Conference — Dubuque, IA
15 — Staff Mtg. — Gene Tichacek’s — 1200 (Noon)
16 — Membership Meeting — 1930 — Post #208
20 — Detachment Charter Picnic — Mike Erxleben’s

November 2007
09 & 10 - Injured Marine- Semper Fi Fund
10 — Marine Corps Birthday Celebrations
19 — Staff Mtg.
20 — Membership Meeting — 1930 — Post #208

December 2007

01— Department of MO Commandant’s Meeting
Jefferson City
17 — Staff Mtg.

18 — Membership Meeting — 1930 — Post #208
January 2008

11,12 &

13 — Quinn Conference — Double Tree at St. Louis
15 — Staff Mtg.

16 — Membership Meeting — 1930 — Post #208

February 2008
18 — Staff Meeting
19 — Membership Meeting — 1930 — Post #208

March 2008
01 — Department of MO Commandant’s Meeting
Jefferson City
17 — Staff Meeting
18 — Membership Meeting — 1930 — Post #208




Senior Vice-Commandant:

The Detachment Ways and Means Committee has
been discussing various methods to fund the
Detachment. Several of these include:

Grocery Purchase Cards,

Donations from Corporate foundations,
Corporate Matching Gift Programs,
and Metal recycling

The grocery purchase cards would be provided to yqu
your family and friends through the Detachment.
When groceries are purchased, the card would be
presented and your purchase would be added to the
Detachments cumulative total. Periodically, a
percentage of the total would be paid to the
Detachment.

We will be contacting local corporate foundations
regarding donations/grants to the Detachment. If
your company has such a program, let me know who
to contact.

Many companies have programs which match all or
part of donations made by their employees/retirees.
Make a donation to the Detachment and request the
matching funds.

Lastly, if you have brass or copper pipe, fittingsor
wire that is lying around the house. Clean up the
garage or basement by recycling it and donate the
proceeds to the Detachment. If you would like more
information on where this can be done, call me.

Semper Fi!

Jack Heitzler







Junior Vice-Commandant;

The winners of the membership contest were John
Bradford and John Bickerton.

Each both brought in 2 members. They decided that
rather than draw straws for a husband /wife cruisethey
both would go.

The cruise is scheduled for Sunday the October 21st
which in the past is the peak and when the colorsa
the most radiant. Now we must pray for nice weathe
but | suspect, “nothing can stop these former membye
of the United States Marine Corps." A big round of
applause and congratulations is in order for these
Marines.

We are close to a total strength of 100 members, vain
is outstanding for an outfit that is just one yearold. We
all deserve a pat on the back. Let’s not let up ahstrive
to hit that "c note" by the end of the year.
Congratulations & Oohrah to all.

Frater Infinitas,

Gene Tichacek







Member Spotlight

This month | will relate the story of a friend of
mine for over twenty years, our late brother
Marine and Detachment member — Tom Hunkins.

Though | have known Tom for quite some time, |
knew very little about what he did in the Marine
Corps. It seems that it was simply enough to know
the other is a Marine. Based on a conversation |
recently had with his son T. J., also a Marine, and
other information.

Tom was born September 17, 1930 in St. Louis. He
led a fairly typical boyhood for the times. That
changed when Tom attained the age to start high
school. He went to St. Louis Preparatory Seminary
to study for the Priesthood in the Roman Catholic
Church. He would later decide that the priesthood
was not his vocation.

Upon departing the seminary, someone asked him
what he was going to do. | am told that Tom
replied, ‘1 don’t know but I’'m definitely not going

to join the Marines.” When asked about that in
later years, he did not know why he made that
statement.

It didn’t matter, because in 1950 Tom volunteered
for the Marine Corps. He went to bootcamp at
Parris Island, SC — graduating in December of that
year.

After bootcamp, Tom was assigned to the®1
Marine Division. His MOS was in Motor
Transport. He served a tour in Korea while an
enlisted man with the ' Division. He made Sgt. -
twice.

Tom joined the ranks of a small group of Marines
known as “Mustangs.” In 1953 he went to OCSC
and was commissioned a"3 Lt. and returned to the
1° Division. This time Tom went to Korea as an
Infantry Officer.

After Tom returned home from Korea, he asked
Colleen Garvin to marry him. She told him she
would but not if he was in the Marine Corps. Tom
left active duty to marry “Cokie” but never told her
that Semper Fi could be loosely translated to “You
can take the man out of the Corps but you can’t
take Corps out of the Man.

Tom remained in the Marine Reserves for a few
years after active duty and finished his service a&
1% Lieutenant.

He is a Life Member of the Marine Corps League.
Tom not only knew the meaning of Semper Fi!, he

lived it daily. He was faithful to God, Country,
Family and Corps.




Directions to Mike Erxleben’s
9444 Woodland Rd
Robertsville, MO 63072
RSVP 636-274-7172
October 20, 2007

There are several ways to get to Mike’s place. Pisted above are directions from Ellisville via MO-1®/W &
MO-30. You can also get to MO-30 from [-270 or US4LL. You can take I-44 to the Eureka/MO-109 Exit sai.
Below are the directions from Ellisville, MO:

"HS$1%
"
& ' # ¥ "$1%
<_> ) # *" 1%
<|.> #+,$% " $1%
@ ) % - * $1%
/0 . 1$1%
@ /0 2/ 3$1%
@ ) 4 $1%

+ %5116 * 7".3".6



SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS

The Widows:

Two widows are talking at the Bowling Alley.

Martha says, "That nice George Johnson asked me
out for a date. | know you went out with him last veek
and | wanted to talk with you about him before I gve
him my answer."

Edna: "Well, I'll tell you. He shows up at my
apartment punctually at 7 P.M. Dressed up like sucla
gentleman in a fine suit. And he brings me such
beautiful flowers! Then he takes me downstairs and
what's there but a beautiful car ... a limousine,
uniformed chauffeur and all.

Then he takes me out for dinner...marvelous dinner
lobster. Then we go see a show. Let me tell you,
Martha, | enjoyed it so much | could have just died
from pleasure!

So then we are coming back to my apartment and he
turns into an ANIMAL!!! ... Completely crazy. He

tears off my expensive new dress and has his way
with me two times! He's a retired Marine!"

Martha: "Goodness gracious! ..so you are telling
me | shouldn't go out with him?

Edna: "No...I'm just saying, wear an old dress."




NOTE:

Commandant Richter recently received a letter from
Congressman William D. Delahunt, Tenth District of
Massachusetts, regarding the conviction of Sgt.
Lawrence Hutchins, “of murder arising out of
combat operations in Irag.” He states that the
conviction and sentence is under review by the
Convening Authority, Lt. General James Mattis.

The Congressman states that any person can write to
recommend clemency. He states that he has done so
and provides the following instructions for anyone
who wishes to do the same:

Write a letter to General Mattis and mail it in care

of Sgt. Hutchins’ attorney Lt. Col. Joseph Smith at
Lt. Col. Joseph Smith

777 Midway Street

La Jolla, CA 92037

The Congress man also requests that a copy of any
letter be sent to his Washington D.C. address:
Congressman William D. Delahunt

2454 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515

This Month’s Birthdays

John Bradford
Dennis Connor
James Mense
John Tanner

Bill Bragg

Last Call for the Ball!!

Time is running out to make arrangements for the
Marine Corps Ball being hosted by 3/24 at the
Airport Marriott. Tickets are $50 per person.

Reservations can be made by calling:
Sgt. Stacy Fulton at 314-263-6204
OR ONLINE at www.stlmarineball.com

Be sure to let them know you want to be seated
with the Marine Corps League!

Buck Freeman
Anthony Morelli
Dick Usher

Jim Brooks
Guy Leonard
Charles Sharp Jr.
Bernie Widdis Sr.

Support Post #208

Post #208 will begin Fish Frys starting on October
5, 2007. They will be held on the®land 3¢ Fridays
until the beginning of Lent (2-6-2008). Staring in
Lent, they will be held every Friday through Good
Friday.

Post 208 will hold an open house on November 11,
2007. They will be selling chili and refreshments.
There will be other events as well. All proceeds Wi
go toward their new building.

If you would like to help the American Legion with
their Bingo nights, call Jerry Rohan at 636-391-
7736. Missouri gaming commission requirements
must be addressed before you can work.



Chaplain's Corner:

We were saddened to learn of the death of Marine
Corps League Member Thomas Hunkins. | am
proud to say that we had a very prominent showing
of members from our Detachment at the Pass In
Review and Detachment service. This is a proud
reflection that showed both family and friends that
MARINES care for one another even unto death.
We pray for the survivors of Tom’s family that
they may have peace over the loss of Tom. We
extend our sympathy to the Family. A card was
sent to family in name of the detachment

Let us not forget the Marines and other military
men and women who are still in harms way and
pray for the safety of all of our fighting forces.
Freedom is not free, each day we pray that our
leaders will find the way to bring home our brave
young men and women with dignity.

Anyone who knows of members who are sick or in
a hospital, please contact me so | can send a card
from the Detachment.

David Anderson




